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: Not maay wedks ago, the Defense
Department Iet out another of its unceas-
ing cries of “Wolt” by saying the Soviet

Union was embarked on, a program of,
‘constructing launching &ilos for a modi-

fied version.of its 55-0 intercontinentul

missile or p0351b1y an entnely new

nmsﬂe

With that ery, Defense Secretary
Laird said the department might have fo
ask for morc money for more stralegic
weapons.,

A few days ago, Senate Republicans
said a CIA report indicated the Soviet
construction program was NOT for new
missiles spoken of by the Defense De-

'pmtment but was merely an upgrading

of sites for its relatively modcst Em 13-

intercontinental missile.

Pentagon Leapf frog
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Now Comes Rfmnd 3. '1110 Pent vfon, .

'm 011 0f those (onuad1ctlons in. which

it is so competent, says two things. - It
says there is no hasie disagre emem be-
tween its assessment of the Sovict under-
taking and that of the CIA. Then, in its’

‘sccond breath it says the construction

program may not be for one new type of.
missile but for TWO.

What we have here is the Defense
Department playing leapfrog over the
CIA. It starls with one new Soviet
missile, then leapfrogs over the CIA
assessment of no new nissiles and comes

'up with two new missiles.

It is a great gamc 1’01 the Pcvtag)on

- But we can't help but remoembher that the |
“stakes it plays with are our lives and -
©our money. :
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